
A YCUA employee conducting a valve turning exercise.

Drinking water provided by YCUA to your 
community does not contain lead.  Lead enters 
drinking water as a result of the corrosion or wearing 
away of material in the water distribution system 
and household plumbing that contains lead. These 
materials can include lead-based solder, brass, chrome-
plated brass faucets and fixtures, and lead goosenecks 
and service lines connecting homes to water mains. 
Corrosion control practices reduce the risk of lead 
leaching from pipes by creating a protective film or 
coating inside the pipe. Orthophosphate has been used 
to control corrosion since 1996. 

Lead exposure can come from paint, dust, water, or 
soil contaminated with lead. According to the CDC, 
lead-based paint is the most widespread and dangerous 
high-dose source of lead exposure for young children. 
Lead was used in household paint until 1978, leaving 
lead contamination in homes and surrounding soils. 
Leaded gasoline, used until the mid-1980s, has also 
contributed to increased lead levels in soil.  Lead pipes 
used for new construction in our service area were 
eliminated in the mid-1940s.  The use of lead pipes, 
solder, and flux that was not “lead free” was banned 
nationwide in 1986. 

Prior to 2014, “lead free” household plumbing fixtures 
could contain up to 8% lead. In January 2014, “lead 
free” was redefined as a weighted average of 0.25% 
lead. Lead can leach from these pipes and fixtures 
when corrosive water runs through them, hence the 
need for corrosion control additives.

- Jeff Castro, YCUA Director

From The Director

Beginning in June, YCUA Service 
Center crews will be conducting a 
conventional valve turning exercise 
program to maintain the quality and 
longevity of all water system valves. 
Being able to operate these valves 
at a moment’s notice is extremely 
important.  In an emergency, 
sections of a distribution system 
may need to be shut 
down without delay.

Conventional water 
system valve turning 
consists of closing, 
then opening each 
valve in a specific 
neighborhood. 
During this process, 
you might experience 
discolored water and 
sediment for a short period of time.

After valve exercising has been 
completed in your neighborhood, 
it may be necessary to purge your 
internal plumbing.  Running several 

cold taps at full force for a short 
period will usually flush out any 
discolored water in the home. If 
the water is not clear, wait one-
half hour and repeat the process. 
Running water through an outdoor 
garden hose is also an effective way 
to flush out your service. It is also a 
good idea to remove and clean out 

the screens on faucet 
aerators, which may 
have gathered particles 
during the valve 
exercising process.

If you experience 
continued abnormally 
low pressure and / 
or low flow volume 
throughout your house, 
please call the number 

listed below. Valve exercising will 
normally take place from the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. For 
more information, please go to: 
www.ycua.org or call 734-484-4600 
ext. 307.

Prior to 2014, “lead free” household plumbing 
fixtures could contain up to 8% lead.

- Jeff Castro, YCUA Director
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This spring and summer, YCUA will be conducting residential cross-connection surveys. A cross-connection 
involves an arrangement of piping or appurtenances through which backflow of non-potable water could flow 

into the public drinking water. An example is the common garden hose submerged in a 
swimming pool or a bucket of detergent or other sources that would contaminate 

the water supply. When the proper conditions occur, water can backflow into the 
drinking water through a cross-connection. The two ways that contaminated 

water can backflow into the drinking water are backsiphonage and backpressure.

As required under the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act, 1976 PA 399 and 
the Michigan Plumbing Code, it is the responsibility of the water utility 
to implement a cross-connection program, the purpose of which is to help 
protect public health by preventing pollution and / or contamination of the 
drinking water delivered to a home or business.

Residential accounts in the YCUA service area will be surveyed by a Meter 
Service Technician and are done on external water spigots and irrigation 

systems only. A letter is sent only if there is a non-compliance issue. A follow up 
survey is made to ensure that non-compliance issues have been resolved.

Cross-connection surveys will take place between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.     
For more information, please go to: www.ycua.org, click on Residential Users, and then click 

on Cross-Connection and Backflow Prevention. Or, you can call 734-484-4600 ext. 325.
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YCUA to Begin Cross-Connection Control Program

Michigan’s Expanded Move Over Law
Beginning February 13, 2019, an expanded Move Over law went into effect in Michigan. Violating this law could 
cost you $400 in fines.

The law requires drivers in the Great Lakes State to slow 
down and move over for any emergency, maintenance, or 
utility vehicles on the road. This is in addition to an existing 
law that requires drivers to move over one lane for any 
stationary emergency vehicles and to proceed with caution 
past stationary utility and maintenance vehicles.

Specifically, drivers are required to slow down by at least 10 
mph to 10 mph less than the posted speed limit when passing 
these stationary vehicles with their flashing lights on. This also 
includes moving over one lane, if made possible by conditions 
and other drivers.

Violating this law could also result in two points on a person’s driver’s license as well as to the aforementioned 
$400 fine.

Please exercise vigilance and patience when you see YCUA vehicles working in and around our roadways. Extend 
the same courtesy to our city and township workers and any other authorized emergency vehicle while its 
emergency lights are flashing.  Let’s work together and be a part of everyone making it home safely.
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Spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm.

- John Muir

What You Need to Know About the Emerging Concerns

PFAS Chemicals - What They Are and How To Avoid Them
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a variety of man-made chemicals that include PFOA, PFOS, GenX, and many others. 
Since the 1940s, PFAS have been manufactured and utilized throughout the world, including in the United States, constituting a multi-
billion dollar industry. PFOA and PFOS have been the most extensively produced and studied of these chemicals. Both chemicals are very 
persistent in the environment and in the human body – meaning they can accumulate for long periods of time.

There is evidence that exposure to PFAS can lead to adverse health outcomes in humans.  However, because PFAS chemical use is so 
widespread and environmental contamination occurs in so many ways, researchers are struggling to identify exactly how these chemicals 
make their way into human blood.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention states that, because the majority of people in the 
United States and other industrialized countries have been exposed to PFAS, most Americans have measurable amounts of PFAS in 

their blood.  Studies indicate that PFOA and PFOS can cause reproductive 
and developmental, liver and kidney, and immunological effects in laboratory 
animals. Both chemicals have caused tumors in animals. The most consistent 
findings are increased cholesterol levels among exposed populations, with more 
limited findings related to low infant birth weights, effects on the immune 
system, cancer (for PFOA), and thyroid hormone disruption (for PFOS).

PFAS are commonly used to make water-, grease-, and stain-repellent coatings 
for an extensive list of consumer and industrial products.  PFAS can be found in:

•  Food packaged in PFAS-containing materials, processed with equipment that 
used PFAS, or grown in PFAS-contaminated soil or water.

•  Consumer products, including some rubber, plastics, polishes, waxes, paints, 
and cleaning products. PFAS are used in coatings on some non-stick pans and 
cooking utensils, microwave popcorn bags, pizza boxes, fast-food wrappers, 
water-resistant clothing and shoes, and stain-repellent fabrics used for carpet, 
upholstery, curtains, pillows, and luggage. 

•  Workplaces, including production facilities or industries (e.g., chrome plating, 
electronics manufacturing or oil recovery) that use PFAS.  Fire-fighting foams 
can also contain PFAS and a major source of groundwater contamination can 
occur at airports and military bases where fire-fighting training takes place.

•  Drinking water, typically localized and associated with a specific facility (e.g., manufacturer, landfill, wastewater treatment plant, 
firefighter training facility).  Please note that the YCUA service area receives its drinking water from The Great Lakes Water Authority 
(GLWA).  GLWA has been monitoring PFAS since 2009 and in its 2017-2018 round of drinking water system screenings, PFAS chemicals 
were not detected.  

•  Living organisms, including fish, animals, and humans, where PFAS have the ability to build up and persist over time.

Here are just a few ways you can help protect your family and the environment:

•  Use caution when catching fish that you intend to eat. The state publishes annual “Eat Safe Fish” guides for all regions. Don’t assume 
that signs are posted in lakes or rivers of known risk. 

•  Limit the consumption of greasy packaged food and cook popcorn on the stove top.  

•  Steer clear of cleaning solutions, personal care products, and cosmetics with ingredients that include the words “fluoro” or ”perfluoro”.

•  Avoid non-stick cookware. If you choose to continue using it, be careful not to heat it above 450º F or use it in hot ovens or grills to 
prevent chemical vapors. Don’t use metal kitchen tools with the pans and discard them if the coating becomes scratched or worn.

• Be choosy when shopping for fabrics labeled water-, grease-, or stain-repellent.  If you already own products with PFAS, the potential 
exposure is probably quite minimal,  The real concern is the chemicals released into the environment when these products are 
manufactured and also when they’re disposed of in a landfill.  If consumers make informed purchasing decisions so there are fewer of 
these products in circulation, it will be better for our health and for the environment as a whole.
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April is Safe Digging Month in 
Michigan. Each year, Michigan’s 
underground utility infrastructure 
is jeopardized by unintentional 
damage caused by those who fail 
to call before they dig. 

Save time and money by calling 
811, the national Call Before You 
Dig toll-free number, or MISS 
DIG System, Inc., Michigan’s 
one-call excavation safety and 
utility damage prevention 
company, at 800-482-7171 
at least three business days in 
advance of any digging project. 
By making this call, residents can 
have underground lines located to 
avoid the potential for undesired 
consequences such as service 
interruption, damage to the 
environment, personal injury, and 
even death.

It is also important to practice 
safe digging by respecting the lines 
marked by the MISS DIG crews 
and maintaining visual definition 
of the line through the course of 
the excavation.

MISS DIG System Inc. offers free 
assistance with its more than 900 
participating members who will 
stake underground utility lines 
and provide overhead electric line 
assistance prior to digging.

April is
Safe Digging Month

Need more information?   
Please visit us at
www.ycua.org

or call
734-484-4600

YCUA’s annual Consumer Confidence Drinking Water Quality Report will be mailed to 
you soon. After June 1, 2019, the new report will be viewable on our website at www.ycua.
org/waterreport.pdf. Please call us at 734-484-4600 ext. 107 if you are unable to access the 
Internet and wish to continue having a paper copy of the report delivered to your home.

Did You Know?

Don’t pour your unwanted chemicals on the ground 
or down sinks. Instead, take them to a hazardous 
waste collection center.

It’s important to use chemical fertilizers, weed killers, 
and fungicides only as directed. Do not apply these 
products if rain is expected or near surface waters.

Fertilizer left on sidewalks and driveways easily 
washes into storm drains. Sweep it back onto the 
lawn.

Don’t hose your lawn clippings away - sweep them 
up instead.

Don’t fertilize until three weeks after green up in the 
spring.

Consider a fertilizer spreader with a directional 
control that avoids non-lawn areas.

Instead of spreading weed killer over your entire 
lawn, use a pre-mixed spot treatment, directed at the 
root of the problem. 

Water-Wise Tips For
Your Spring Cleanup

Storm drains in our streets and yards empty directly 
into our lakes and streams. Fertilizer on our driveways 
and sidewalks washes directly to our lakes and streams 
polluting the water. Here are some simple lawn care tips 
for a great looking lawn that will also help protect our 
environment:


