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YCUA bills may be paid at the following locations:
Key Bank - Ypsilanti Branches; National City Bank - Rawsonville Road Branch; and
 YCUA Headquarters - 2777 State Road 

AUTUMN IS UPON US

Fall is here and winter is fast-approaching.  This 
issue of Main Stream offers you tips for 

protecting your water lines during cold weather.  
Although this summer has had above-average 

rainfall, we will surely face drought conditions in the 
future.  Check out the article on native landscaping for 

tips on reducing outdoor water usage and saving time in 
summers yet to come.

Our negotiations with the Western Townships Utility Authority, 
which collects sewage from Plymouth, Canton and Northville 
Townships, appear to be nearing a positive close.  An expansion of 
the YCUA Wastewater Treatment Plant to treat up to 46 million 
gallons of wastewater per day is likely to begin later this year.  This 
expansion will be a benefit to both the WTUA communities and 
YCUA's existing customers, because it will allow us to keep 
operating costs low through effective use of our existing plant and 
economy of scale.  It is an exciting time and future for YCUA and 
the customers and the communities we serve!

Sincerely,

Larry R. Thomas, Director
734.484.4600
director@provide.net

GO NATIVE THIS FALL!

Fall is a great time to transform a portion of your garden or lawn 
with native plants. Native plants provide a beautiful, hardy, 
drought-resistant, low-maintenance landscape while benefiting the 
environment. Once established, native plants will save you time 
and money by eliminating or significantly reducing the need for 
fertilizers, pesticides, water and maintenance equipment. Among 
the most recognizable native plants in Michigan are the black-
eyed susan and purple coneflower. However, there are many 
beautiful native grasses and flowers from which to choose.

Two common concerns with native plants are 
rodents and allergies.  On the contrary, native 
plants will attract butterflies, birds, frogs, and 
the like, which will help control pesky bug 
populations such as mosquitoes.  As for 
allergies, native ragweed is highly allergenic, but 
it is the non-native plants (e.g. Kentucky 
bluegrass) that cause the most pollen in the air.

Here is a list of the top reasons to go native this fall:

•	 Native plants do not require fertilizers or pesticides, thus 	 	
	 protecting surface and ground waters for safe drinking 	 	
	 supplies, recreation, and animal and aquatic life.
•	 Native plants rarely need mowing, reducing air pollution 
•	 Native plants bring more birds and butterflies to your yard	
•	 Native plants save time and money, when compared to 	 	
	 the maintenance associated with non-native grasses

If you would like more information on native landscaping, visit 
www.epa.gov/greenacres or www.for-wild.org or call the 
Ann Arbor Chapter of Wild Ones at 734.528.9743.

PUBLIC PARTICIPANT SOUGHT 

Stacie Campbell of Ford Motor Company was the first customer 
volunteer to serve on YCUA's public relations committee.  Her 
year-long term is nearing a successful completion, and it is time to 
find a new volunteer.  Responsibilities include attending monthly 
committee meetings (typically the last Monday of the month at 
2:30 p.m.), and commenting on the content of public information 
pieces, such as this newsletter.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please send a letter of interest 
to Larry Thomas at director@provide.net or 2777 State Street, 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198.  A participant will then be selected at random 
to serve a one-year term, starting in January 2001.

COLD WEATHER PREPARATION

Remember to complete these tasks prior to November 15th, or 
the first hard freeze:

•	 Disconnect and drain hoses
•	 Insulate pipes and faucets in unheated areas
•	 Turn off water to outdoor spigots
•	 Seal off access doors, air vents, or cracks
•	 Locate master water shutoff, in case of emergency
•	 Winterize automatic sprinkling systems




